Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.030; wR factor = 0.074; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.6. 
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Comment
Ni
II complexes of Schiff bases of (S)-N-(2-benzoylphenyl)-1-benzylpyrrolidine-2-carboxamide and α-amino acids are frequently used as chiral α-amino acids synthons in preparative asymmetric syntheses of non-proteinogenic α-amino acids (Belokon et al., 1992; Popkov et al., 2005) . One of the most unique applications is syntheses of enantiomerically pure α-imino acids which are of great importance in design of conformationally restricted peptidomimetics (Belokon et al., 1988; Chung et al., 1993) . X-ray structures of intermediate complexes bearing a hydroxy group in ω-position of the amino acid fragment side chain have not been published. During course of search for chiral nickel(II) complexes suitable for chargedensity studies (Kožíšek et al., 2004) , we investigated the first representative of this class, viz. the Ni II complex of the Schiff base of (S)-N-(2-benzoylphenyl)-1-benzylpyrrolidine-2-carboxamide and (S)-2-amino-4-hydroxybutanoic acid.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound ( Fig. 1) Crystal structure studied could be compared to those ones which differ by substituents in position C(19). In the case if 1.862 Å, respectively), but the difference is not statistically significant [Carducci et al., 2006] . The difference can be attributed to not so strong distortion of the amino acid residue ring and distortion of the whole complex due to lack of the intramolecular hydrogen bond.
The most sterically hindered complexes derived from α-quaternary α-amino acids demonstrate similar average Ni-N and Ni-O distances as the studied compound (the Ni II complex of the Schiff base of (S)-N-(2-benzoylphenyl)-1-benzylpyrrolidine-2-carboxamide and (S)-2-amino-2-methylhex-5-enoic acid (Gu et al., 2004) and the Ni II complex of the Schiff base of (S)-N-(2-benzoylphenyl)-1-benzylpyrrolidine-2-carboxamide and 2-amino-2-methyl-propanoic acid (Langer et al., 2007) .
Subsequent addition of the substituents has similar effect to distances of the benzyl groups from the nickel atoms. In the non-substituted complex [Popkov et al., 2003 ] the distance Ni-C22 is the shortest -2.928 Å; in the monosubstituted it is half-angstrom longer [Ni-C22 3.431 and 3.467 Å (due to disorder) Carducci, et al., 2006] , and in both bis-substituted [Gu et al., 2004 and Langer et al., 2007] the distances are third-angstrom longer (3.268 and 3.337 Å, respectively). The distances of the benzyl groups from the nickel atoms should be similar in deuterochloroform solutions; in NMR spectra of the [Jirman & Popkov, 1995 , Jirman et al., 1998 , Popkov et al., 2003 , Langer et al., 2007 .
Interesting feature of the crystal structure is a strong intramolecular hydrogen bond O4-H4AW···O3 (153.7 °) ( Table 2 , Fig.1 ), which controls the conformation of a hydroxybutanoic acid side-chain.
Experimental
Ni II complex of the Schiff base of (S)-N-(2-benzoylphenyl)-1-benzylpyrrolidine-2-carboxamide and (S)-2-amino-4-hy-
droxybutanoic acid (L-homoserine) was prepared using a standard procedure previously described for a similar complex derived from glycine (Nádvorník, Popkov 2002) . Single crystals were grown from acetone solution; the compound was fully characterized by 1 H-NMR,
13
C-NMR and tandem MS n techniques.
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of I, with the numbering scheme of the molecule. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen-bond is indicated by dashed line.
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